sudden interest probably arose because of the great general benefit which patients with subcapital fractures of the femur were seen to obtain from the same type of procedure.
Among the many articles published subsequently all those which contain radiographs of any lengthy series of patients show examples of intertrochanteric fractures which have collapsed into varus deformity during their union; and in many instances disruption of the metal device also (Murray & Frew, 1949; Boyd & Griffin, 1949; Evans, 1951; McLaughlin & Garcia, 1955; Taylor, Neufeld & Nickel, 1955; Foster, 1958) . The illustration ( Fig. 1 In the years which have passed since the description by Taylor, Neufeld & Jantzen (1944) of the nail plate which bears the name of Nuffield, much time and ingenuity have been spent in designing internal fixative apparatus strong enough to prevent such deformity occurring, with particular reference to early movement and weightbearing for these elderly patients (McLaughlin, 1947; Hafner, 1951; McLaughlin & Garcia, 1955; Holt, 1963; Sarmiento, 1963 (2) This imbalance can be corrected by simple detachment of the gluteii from the greater trochanter which is effective for sufficient time to allow union without deformity and produces no disability.
(3) It is suggested that further strengthening of internal fixative apparatus defeats its own object.
(4) However strong the apparatus, early weight-bearing before bony union is firm causes the muscles to exert a force which no metal can stand. 
